
Alabama Third-Grade Cursive Writing Act 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The 3rd Grade Cursive Writing Act (Act#2016-352) was signed on May 11, 2016 by Governor Robert 

Bentley. This Act puts into statute that instruction in handwriting shall include cursive writing so that 

students are able to create readable documents through legible cursive handwriting by the end of the 

third grade. The Act also requires each local board of education to certify on an annual basis, beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year, that the applicable schools in the school district are 

meeting the cursive writing requirement. Curriculum and proficiency in cursive writing will be defined 

by each district. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Blount County Third-Grade Cursive Writing Proficiency  

1. Third-grade students will receive a copy of a cursive passage to copy as the assessment of 
proficiency. 

2. Schools that have purchased a program may utilize an end-of-course passage that is specific to 
the program. Zaner-Blouser or Handwriting Without Tears are examples of items you may have 
purchased, followed, and want to use as an assessment.  

3. All other schools will use the attached passage.  
4. Teachers may choose to have the students write the passage on notebook paper or lined paper.  
5. The standard for determining “proficiency” is from the law highlighted above: If the student’s 

work is readable through legible cursive writing, then they should be considered proficient.  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reporting Proficiency  
 

1. Teachers who have been assigned the role of reporting cursive proficiency should login to Inow 
Classroom. 

2. Go to “Student Averages.” 
3. Find the “Yrly” column to the far-right on the screen.  

Enter a P for proficient or a Z for non-proficient for each student in the Yearly Direct Grade 
column. You will not be able to enter this until the ISS turns on 4th nine week grade posting.  

4. Please keep the student writing examples on file until next school year. We do not anticipate 
needing to keep these from year to year, but would like to have them available since this is the 
first year of reporting.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


